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GENERAL

1. Approximately 1000 geople, both Soviets and Germans, were employed at Branch
No. 1 of Institute 88 on Gorodomlya I#land, ,These peopls, quartered on the
island in wooden houseés, had been brought to GorodomIya for the sole purpose
of staffing Branch No, 1s Some of the original inHabitants of the island

8t111 lived in a tiny village th‘ege. :

2, Communication with the mainland scross.Leke Seliger wis by a small steamsr
in the sumer,and durihg the winter it was possible to walk to Ostashkov .
across the frozen leke, The cold easterly winds which blew across the island
in the wintertime occasionslly caused temperatures of =30°C,. .

SECRET

25X1A

[state gl [arwy Bv [Fx [wavy [ [aiR |#x frni | Jeec T BT : EVI_
(ote: Wahngton Diarbuton {-disted, 211 o I Q4EE"B0% 11724 : CIA-RDP80-00810A0009007 300098

25X1X



E Approved For Release 2001/11/21 : CIA-RDP80-00810A
: -

3, .The Germsns on the island were required to cbtain a special
permit in- order to visit Ostashkov and,when permission wasg
granted, a sescurity guerd always accompanled the visitors.

L, The &ettlement on Corodemlya, in addition to being isolated
from the 1ife of the mainland, was apparently a new communlty;
and islend health statietics; even if I knew them, “weuld not -
reflect typleal Soviet community conditiens.

DISEASE INCIDENCE .

5. Mmlaria presented the only serious disease problem, except for
an outbreak of searlet fever in 1951, which I experienced on
Gpriodomlys From 1948-1952. Approximately 50 percent of the
island populstion hed msTaria in I94B-49. In early 1950 &n
sttempt was made to stamp out the disease., Blood tests of
all the residents df Gorodomlya, and probebly alsc of Ostashkov,
were made, A nurse paid daily visits to those who had been:
found to be mslarisgl and gave them akrikhin tablets which
were to be taken three times & days Specislists were called
in from Kalinin. These speclalists distributed a pogder snd
diredted ' that 1t be spread 1h every dwelling and every mos-
iquito shelter. The serious cases were treated With injections,
presumably of akrikhin, These efforts produced results and
the number of cages of malarie decressed, but the disemse
did not disappear. )

6. Everyone on Gorodomlys Island was infested with escarids and
tapeworms, It was slmost impossible to rid oneself of these
parasites, since efféctive countermclilves were virtuslly un-
obtainable. Various capsules end green pills, both of campo-
-gition unknown to me, weré distributed by the dispensary
doctors, but these remedies were of little help. OSome success
in the deworming effort was obtained by drinking large amounts
of whisky.

7. Bronchial congestion was a common malady. I belleve it was
causeéd by the damp weather which existed throughout the summer
months ., :

8. Cancer was & frequently encountered disease on Gorodomlye.
- T knew of three cases among the Germans; two were cancer of the
stomach and one wes ceancer of the liver.

MEDICAL FACILITIES

9. A small dispensgary was located on Gorodomlya Island. Two
. - female phyaicians, both poorly quelified medically, four

nurses, s dentist, and geversl midwives constituted the [ro-
fessional staff. The physicishg at the dispensary handled anly
routine ceses; the five or six beds there were used only for
‘patients with severe colds. Those suffering from ailments
‘wequiring more than this minimal care, including dental, were
‘Bent to Osteshkov for trestment, I recall that the dentilst
on Gorodémlys once sent a patient to Moscow for comsultation.
I wish to add that, altheugh professionally incompetent, the
senior physitian at the Gorodomlya dispensary was & good ad-
ninistrator and kept excellent records.

10, There wad & combined polyclinie and hoepital with sbout 250
beds in Osteshkov. This hospital had been damaged during
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World Wer II end reconstruction was completed in 195Q., In
sddition to the polyelinic, the following facilities were also
sveilable at Ogteshkov; en infectious disemse barracks with 50
beds, & children’s stetion with & few beds,and a small dis-
pengary, Mothers on Gorodomlys Island were required to report
to the peolyclinic shortly after giving bivth. ~

The hospitel st Ostashkov hmd g full staff of specialists,
ineluding &n enr, nosg, and thyost physician, & surgeon, dentist,
internist, and neurolggist., I believe this staff was quite -
eepeble. Sirulik, s surgeon st Osteshkov, Jewish, 42 years old,
WHE Very cempemnt, On one okpasion he had to perfarm an
operatitn tn & patient suffering from a perforated appendix.

The eledtricity was ungexpected:.y turned. off and he was able to
ameaaﬁally complete the opefation by o1l lamp.

MEDTICAL SUPPLIES

2

13,

dupplies of simple drugs at Ostasbkuv* were adequate to meet the
nemds of the hospitel. Penieillin wes very Scfrce at mll times.
Liver extrsct wes very sca:-ca am‘i vpry expensive; it was always
of poor qualitya

A chlordmine molution ¥as the only disinfectant availsble, It
wag gpreed.- over the beds and floors of '&ll the rooms inm the
infeatious dlkesse stabtion. This solution wes also used to
disinfeqt the general hospital 1ac.m@_1~y 8B well n8 that of the
mfectiaua digense barracks .

ALY ADWINISTRATION ANY SOCIAL WELFARE

1k,

1.5;

16.

174

Hemlth affairs on Gorodomlys Island centered the dimpensary
there. . The spell staff, however, was incapeble of amrrying on
stesdy cempaigns sgainst diseases. I know of no public heslth
propaga.nd.a. thet wes used, other than mnti-tuberculosis brochures
whish were on dipplay et the dlppensury. There were no achive
Progrems to eowbat, fcr' example, either tuberculosia or veneral
d.isewaem

‘The genier physiclan st the dispensary probably reported all

her findings on disesse ocourrence, made known to her thr
the dispensary pptlents, to higher authorities, I believe this
benauae ’ e8 stated pmviously, Bhe maintained such records well.

The heelth méministration at Gorodemlya, while Very limited, did
heve retourse to obtaip;ing asslatapse other than from Ostashkov,
The specialista thet werg sent frop Xalinin in 1950 to combat
the malariﬁ, epidemic was an Ingtance of such outside ald.

In .'L9h9 the dispenssry inaeulaﬁed £ll personnel employed at
Brench Ne. 1 end their families sgainst typhold, dysentery, and,
I helieve, cholera: Thls inooulatlon wes combined 1in one

3 aec. dose glven st one time, and repeated orice & years The
nesdles uped were large, dirty, andl rusted. The injection gite
wus very peinful and frequently became sbicessed, I estimmte
that 50 perpent of those inoculsted were sick far several days
after the injection. Chi ldren from 12~16 years of age recelved

& Boge of 1/2 ¢,e.

SECRET

Approved For Release 2001/11/21 : CIA-RDP80-00810A000900730003-9



18.

FOOD

. Approved For Release 2001/11/21 : CIA-RDP80-00810A0009007:30003-9
’ SECRET

I know of no goclal welfare asslstance other then the maternity
leave which was granted to pregnant women. This leave commenced
during the four-week period prior to end the four-week period
follewing the birth of the child.

AVA]I.ABILITY AND INSPECTION

194

20.

21,

Because of the difficulties with the security office on Gerodo-
mlya Island in obtaining permission to visit Osteshkov, we
Germens ususlly requested one of our group to represent others
in visiting the cify anmd purchesing food in the CGstashkov mar-
ket place, Ther# it was possible to purchase meat, vegetables,
bu;ter, potatoes, and,rarely, eggs, bacon, cream, Orange pre-
serves, and honey. There were ho food stéres other than the
nmerket place. The msrket meat.always bore an inspection stamp,
but on severel occesions T obtalned stemped meat which wes
obviously spoiled. It was possible to purchese breed, whisky,
and chocolate on Gorodemlys Islend., Milk, uncbtaineble in the
Ostashkov market, was brought to the island for sele; it was
not pesteurized.

,Althougthake Seliger contained fish, T never saw any Soviets

fishing. Occasionally fish were sold on the island from house
to house by Soviets.

Preservetion of foods Was imposﬁible, Bince refrigeration was
not availeble, Meat or other perishables had to be eaten at
onee in the sumer,

WATER SUPPLY

22‘ .

23.

Gorodomlys Island was spproximetely 2 x 3 km in area. In the
center was & emell lake which was the source oFf supply for the
public water gystem. To supplement thim source and assure an
adequate “supply, the Soviets had bullt several deep wells,

but ‘ovgasionally the pumps broke dewn. I do not know how the
sanitery quality of the water was checked on Gorodomlyam but
believe tlie water was thlorinated. However, it was deemed
necesgary to heat all Water before use, The better water

.wae that teken from thé wells; the waber from the small lske

wag usually distasteful.

There was no public water systeim in Osfashkov nor was there
any sanitary control of the water drunk. The city's inhabi-
tants got the water which they used directly from Lake Seliger.
I also saw wells in the clty on several streets.

DISPOSAL FACILITIES

o,

254

‘Theé sanitary sewage system on Gorodomlys Islend served all of

the families of those employed at Branch No. 1 of Institute 88,
It 4id not service the tiny village of the local inhabitants.
The sewage sygtem led to a settling basin in & pond where the
sewage was chlorinated, and then pumped. into Lake Seliger north
of the island.

No Hewage system existed in Osteshkov. Fecal westes were cole
lected there and used as vegetable fertilizer. A leather

factory in Ostashkov dumped ite sewage directly into Lake
Seliger during the summer or on to the lce in winter.
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’ra my knpwledge ’,.;.nfeither Oztashkov nor Gorodomlys Island, which

wes usually swempy, hed drainege systems in operation,

Theére were no gerbege collection faeilities at Ostashkov,
Coverless garbege cenp were set in front of the houses on
Gorodomlya énd wastes were deposited thérein, Soviet children
frequently seurshed the Germen garbage for food. The gar-
bage wes collected every four weeks ; I.do not know what wasg
ddne with this refuse.

-BURIAL PROCEDURES

28,

‘The Saviet dead were regularly buried within 2k hours in &

cemetery in Ostashkov. No burials were permitted on Gorodomlys.

‘The resson wes that durifig World War IT the island hsd been

the site of & field hospltal; soldiers Who dled at the hog-
pitsl were buried on the islend gnd the Soviets did not wish
to disturb their graves because of the danger of infeetion.
Germans who dled on the island were eremeted in Moscow.

PEST CONTROL

29.

There was no organized pest control to tombat the myriads of
mosquitoes, flies, lice, bedbuge, and cockrosches on Gorodomlya
Island. Another nuisance was the bresence of innumersble mice ¥
although there were no pats, Ostashkoy wes plegupd with rats

but not mice. Thesge "S#.beris.n" mise were about 9 e.mi loéng

and bed & tail about 11 ¢,m, long. Thelir heads resembled the
head of g rat rather than a mouse, These mive ‘were grayish-
brown and had light-colpred fur on their stomachs. Most femilies
kept cats to combat thepe peats. :
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